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1 . FOLLOWING IS SUMMARY OF HUMAN RIGHTS REPORT CONTAINED IN 
MASERU A-5. 

2. WITH NO ACTIVE CONSTITUTION OR WRITTEN BILL OF RIGHTS, LESOTHO 
LACKS BASIC LEGAL GUARANTEES OF HUMAN RIGHTS. SERIOUS VIOLATIONS 
OF HUMAN RIGHTS HAVE OCCURRED DURING PAST TWO YEARS, BUT NO CON- 
SISTENT PATTERN OF GROSS VIOLATIONS HAS EMERGED. FACTORS SUCH AS 
A GENUINE COMMITMENT TO HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE ABSTRACT AND AN 
INDEPENDENT JUDICIARY ACT AS CONSTRAINTS AGAINST GROSS VIOLATIONS. 

3. GOVERNMENT GENERALLY ABIDES BY MOST PROVISIONS OF UDHR. 

MORE COMMON VIOLATIONS ARE ARRESTS WITHOUT CHARGES UNDER 60 DAY 
DETENTION PROVISION OF INTERNAL SECURITY ACT. IN ORDINARY TIMES, 
VIOLATIONS ARE RELATIVELY RARE. WHEN GOVERNMENT HAS FELT ITSELF 
THREATENED BY SUBVERSION, HOWEVER, WIDESPREAD SERIOUS VIOLATIONS 
HAVE OCCURRED, INCLUDING KILLING OF INNOCENT PEOPLE, TORTURE, 
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4. IN WAKE OF VIOLENCE, GOVERNMENT HAS MOVED, ALBEIT TARDILY, 

TO BRING POLICE, WHICH ARE USUALLY RESPONSIBLE FOR HUMAN RIGHTS 
VIOLATIONS, UNDER DISCIPLINE. AT TOP LEVEL, GOVERNMENT LEADERS 
APPEAR GENUINELY COMMITTED TO PRINCIPLE OF HUMAN RIGHTS AND 
ARE SENSITIVE TO OUTSIDE CRITICISM. EMBASSY OFFICERS HAVE 
EXPRESSED CONCERN ABOUT HUMAN RIGHTS TO GOL OFFICIALS ON 
SEVERAL OCCASIONS. 
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